Blood viscosity in the normal newborn baby.
A viscometer was tested and the results were found to be accurate and reproducible for the ranges encountered in neonates. The viscosity was determined in 80 cord blood samples and the mean and 2 standard deviations (2SD) were calculated at each shear rate. Changes in viscosity increased from birth to 12 hours, and then gradually decreased over the next 72 hours. The results are in keeping with the accepted normal values in the newborn.